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ABLE FLIGHT

Pilot training reaches 
disabled students

I
n the middle of May, on the first day of her 
Able Flight experience at Purdue University, 
Shavon McGlynn experienced her first airplane 
ride in a cockpit. “I went up with my instruc-
tor, and I was overwhelmed. I thought, ‘I don’t 
think I’m going to get my license.’ He showed 
me some maneuvers and then asked, ‘Do you 

want to help me land?’” she says.
McGlynn, who has severe hearing loss, admits she knew 

nothing about airplanes, flight, or other people who had 
disabilities different from hers. But a chance 2015 meeting 
with Purdue graduate student and Able Flight alumnus 
Wes Major (T’15) led her to explore the possibility of earning 
her sport pilot license through the Able Flight program. She 
was one of eight students, the largest Able Flight class yet, 
to complete the 2016 program at Purdue.

The six-week program, McGlynn says, was challenging. 
The initial days were focused on studying and practicing. 
“I knew nothing; I was a newbie. I was learning how every-
thing works. There’s so much to learn and to do,” she says. 
“Once I started studying, I was able to put it together. With 

more practice, it became easier; it made more sense. It kind 
of came together.”

The Able Flight pilots who are in wheelchairs use a spe-
cially modified airplane where an instructor sits behind 
the pilot and gives instructions. McGlynn needed to use 
an airplane where she could sit next to her instructor so 
she could read his lips, especially in the louder flight envi-
ronment. At the same time, she could hear chatter through 
the plane’s headphones, but she was unable to make out 
words to be able to follow instructions. The Able Flight 
team worked with the air traffic control tower personnel to 
provide light-gun signals during McGlynn’s flights. By the 
end of six weeks, McGlynn had conquered the material and 
the skills necessary to earn her sport pilot license.

“Going up solo is probably one memory I will never for-
get,” she says. “I got to fly for five hours and practice maneu-
vers.” She received her license along with the rest of the 
2016 Able Flight pilots during a special ceremony at the EAA 
AirVenture Oshkosh at the end of July.

McGlynn is considering pursuing a master’s degree in 
aviation and aerospace management at Purdue once she 
graduates from Rochester Institute of Technology next 
spring. She would be the fourth Able Flight alumnus in 
seven years to enter Purdue’s aviation program, just like 
Major, who connected her to the program initially. Major 
had completed the program as an undergraduate in 2012. 
The experience was so inspiring, he became a graduate stu-
dent in the aerospace and aviation management program 
in the spring of 2013. He has volunteered with the annual 
training program at Purdue ever since. He will earn his PhD 
from Purdue in May 2017. “Once you catch the bug, you don’t 
want to let it go,” he says.

That is one goal of the program — to expand employ-
ment opportunities in the aviation industry for persons 
with disabilities. The self-confidence students gain as part 
of the program helps them think about career possibilities 
they otherwise wouldn’t consider. “The whole mission of 
this program is to create and bolster the self-confidence of 
the individuals who come to the program. That really hap-
pens through solo flight. They have to do everything. After 
those first couple of solo flights you really see them soar,” 
Major says. “Hopefully, they really take that to other areas 
of their life. They represent the disabled community well 
and show others that things you may not have thought 
were possible are possible if you push yourself. The pilot 

OPPOSITE PAGE: 2016 Able 
Flight scholarship recipient 
Bernard Dime with his service 
dog, Corky, and Able Flight 
alumnus Wes Major (T’15) 
with his service dog, Nala. 

AT LEFT: Able Flight instruc-
tor Forrest Wineinger, a senior 
in aviation and transporta-
tion technology, stands with 
2016 scholarship recipient 
Shavon McGlynn.
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Willis R. Conner 1976

Dennis S. Hutchinson 1974

David A. Day 1980, 1984

Cynthia L. Fort 1981

Todd A. Rutledge 1994

Gregory R. Susemichel 1996

David P. Machala 1994

Myra Pflum Day 1981

Kenton M. Moore 1994

Richard R. Cecrle 1989

Jack A. Lashenik 1998

William S. Lyon 1998

Webb Bernhardt 1977

Benjamin A. Braun 2001

Zachary T. Wolf 2000

Rodrigo M. Pizarro 2002 
Briana Bosse Hope 2001

Wing H. Lau 2000

Craig A. Shroyer 1996

John J. Tucker 1995

Richard J. Zielinski 1986

Eric J. Farny 2004

Natalie S. Parks 1997

Christopher J. Samsel 2001

Jeremy C. Schmitt 1998

Hardik R. Shah 2004, 2005

Patrick K. Wooden 1999

Ryan M. Cummins 2006

John M. Krupski 2006

Jessica L. Stapleton 2001

Michael J. Smith 2000

Robert A. Barnes 2001

Kenneth R. Olson 2007

Adam S. Urschel 2004

Joseph A. Dubyel 2008

Jeromy L. Grenard 1999, 2001

Jeff L. Brent 1998

Emily A. Dunn 2008

Nathan D. Harris 2007, 2009

Jordan C. Lynam 2009

Andrew R. Taylor 2009

Jose M. Murillo 2010

Ross L. Nixon 2004

Brittany N. Heidenreich 2010

Benjamin T. Settles 2011

Bradley G. Curts 2011

Darwin E. Acord 1978

Jason A. Ward 2007

Amanda M. Johnson 2008

Bryan L. Hood 1999

M. David Mohler 1999

Johnathon M. Nail 2010

Derrek W. Day 2012

Benjamin W. Borcherding 2002

Eugene Beiermann 2009

Gannon M. Grimmer 2013

Kelsey D. Morton 2013

Tanner J. McKinney 2013

Maxwell R. Rehlander 2013

Elisabeth M. Kokosinski 2013

Aaron P. Nordstrom 2005

Evan J. Evans 1980

Nicholas R. Everhart 2012

C. Ryan Huebschman 2013

Jared L. Wilkerson 2009

Tyler M. Comstock 2011

Zachary R. Leffel 2012

Michael T. McBride 1997

Kaitlyn L. Barrett 2013

Heath A. Titzer 2004

Jess M. Pounds 2009

Kaitlyn M. Bilodeau 2014

Kevin M. Gorak 1996

Troy A. Casey 2011

Sharon E. Boda 1991

J. Michael Tiger 2012

Erica L. Irvin 1999

Patrick M. O’Conner 2002

Regina Whetstone Sessions 2010

Jonathan E. Lange 2001

Nathan J. Winslow 2006

Samuel J. Ponder 2012

Justin E. Olashuk 2013

Thomas L. Poster 2015

Monica D. Del Real 2015

Spencer T. Moon 2016

Jacob T. Hoffman 2009

Ammanuiel A. Kebede 2016
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certificate is really a bonus at the end.” 
Able Flight was founded in 2006 by Charles Stites, who 

serves as the organization’s executive director. He person-
ally calls all scholarship recipients to let them know they 
have been accepted into the program. Bernie Wulle, associ-
ate professor of aviation technology, has coordinated Pur-
due’s involvement with Able Flight since 2010. The program 
caught the eye of aviation entrepreneur Kenn Ricci in 2015. 
Through the Ricci Family Foundation, he supplied the Pur-
due Able Flight program with access to a third Sky Arrow 
L600 sport plane to train even more pilots. That’s one rea-
son the 2016 class is the largest yet. The foundation also 
supplied scholarship funding for the program. Able Flight 
scholarships are valued at $8,000 to $10,000. They cover 
travel to and from Purdue, housing, flight time, instructor 
fees, use of the aircraft, and fuel. 

The scholarship also influenced McGlynn’s career path. 
“With my bachelor’s degree in business, I can put that 
together with an aviation degree. I have bigger options for 
what I want to do in the aviation industry in the future,” 
she says. “I can’t wait to represent Able Flight and tell peo-
ple about the program. If they have a dream they want to 
fulfill, they can make it happen.” — BY STEVEN LINCOLN

ABLE FLIGHT PILOT 
Forrest Wineinger instructs 
scholarship recipient Shavon 
McGlynn in the cockpit. 
Below: Scholarship recipient 
Scott Earley of Florida pre-
flights his aircraft.
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